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               MISSION: GVCS shall champion 
              education, a healthy lifestyle and 
   community involvement by incorporating    
    resources to inspire and empower all 
                          to be successful in life. 
                VISION: GVCS will achieve 
       global recognition as a model for
    innovative learning and excellence.

Genesee Valley Hosts Senior Citizens
“Gala in the Jungle” Dinner Dance

by Donna DiGirolamo

On Wednesday, January 23rd Genesee Valley School District senior citizens were 
treated to an entertaining evening of dinner and dancing at the school campus in 
Belmont.  Upon arrival guests were welcomed warmly by students and staff, and then 
seated in a dining area decorated most innovatively with a befitting jungle theme. 
A sumptuous dinner was prepared by the cafeteria manager, Dawn Reniff and her staff, 
which was then served by the students.  Students were seated with each table of senior 
citizens, thus allowing time for individuals spanning generations to converse with one 
another and share their thoughts.  
One portion of the music for the “Gala in the Jungle” was provided by Macedonian 
Exchange Student Filip Trajkovski. Mr. Trajkovski had toes tapping and hands 
clapping as he displayed his mastery of the accordion with tunes from his native 
country as well as other melodious pieces.  Elementary music instructor Tom Musingo shared his musical versatility as he and his guitar 
took the audience on a trip down memory lane from Patsy Cline to the Beatles.  Mr. Musingo’s flair for clever banter and great choice 
of “oldies” tunes made for a lighthearted evening on the dance floor for everyone.  As the “Gala in the Jungle” drew to a close, all in 
attendance were invite to enjoy tunes of a more contemporary style.  Music truly is a universal language, and both old and young alike 
enjoyed the conversation on the dance floor.
A well-received event, “Gala in the Jungle”, was one of the service projects students in the Hacking Leadership course were responsible for 
organizing this year.  This leadership class is a new course co-taught by Genesee Valley educators Sarah Horne and Dan Anger. 
“The thirteen students participating in this course were charged with the task of creating and completing three service projects,” explained 
Sarah Horne. “One project consisted of a mentoring program with four students in our school, the gala night, and a fundraiser for school 
supplies to send to a school in Kenya. The Hacking Leadership students experienced the process for each project including following a 
budget and taking care of all of the communication, planning, and organizing. The students were responsible for forming committees, sub-
committees, working with chairpersons, voting, and fundraising.”  
Retired Genesee Valley educator Donna DiGirolamo noted, “Genesee Valley’s ‘Gala in the Jungle’ was a special evening for the school 
district’s senior citizens and all those involved in this occasion.  This event provided an opportunity for people of all ages to enjoy each 
other’s company. It also served as a reminder that you are really never too old to kick up your heels!” 
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Petitions for candidates for the Genesee 
Valley Central School Board of Education 
are available in the district office. Petitions 
must be signed by at least 25 district 
residents and filed by 5:00 p.m. on 
Monday, April 22, 2019.
There are two seats up for election, one 
is currently held by incumbent Heath 
Gordon and the other seat is vacant for 
the remainder of the term (previously 
held by Donald Baker). Seats are “at-
large” meaning the two candidates with 
the most votes are elected. The term of 
office for the two seats are three years, 
July 1, 2019 - June 30, 2022. If you 
would like a petition to run for the Board 
or have questions, please contact Pam 
Winterhalter, District Clerk at (585) 268-
7909 or pwinterhalter@genvalley.org.

School Board Member Qualifications:
• Must be a qualified voter of the district, 

a citizen of the United States and be at 
least 18 years of age or older.

• Must be and have been, a resident (but 
need not be a taxpayer) of the district 

for a continuous and uninterrupted 
period of at least one year immediately 
before the election.

• May not have been removed from 
any school district office within the 
preceding year.

• May not reside with another member of 
the same school board as a member of 
the same family.

• May not be a current employee of the 
school board.

• May not simultaneously hold another 
incompatible public office.

ANNUAL SCHOOL BUDGET VOTE
Budget & Vote Dates:
•     Tuesday, April 16, 2019 – Board  
       of Education Meeting, 5:30pm –  
        Adopt 2019-20 Budget.
•     Monday, April 22, 2019 – Board of  
       Education petitions due by 5:00 p.m.  
       in the district office.
•     Tuesday, May 7, 2019 – Budget  
       copies available.
•     May 7-16, 2019 – Voter Registration  

Annual School Budget Vote & Board of Education Elections
Petitions Now Available for Two Board Seats

       at District Clerk’s Office, 9 a.m. – 3  
       p.m. or by appointment, except 
       Saturday and Sunday.
•     Monday, May 13, 2019 - Budget  
       Hearing & Regular Meeting, 7:00pm,  
       Media Lab room.
•   Tuesday, May 21, 2019 – District  

  Vote, 12:00 – 8:00 p.m. TWO  
   ELECTION DISTRICTS –Belmont  
    residents must vote at Genesee  
    Valley Central School Pool Vestibule,     
    (back entrance of the building) 1  
    Jaguar Drive, Belmont; and Angelica  
    residents must vote at Angelica  
    Grange, Park Circle, Angelica.  
     Absentee ballots are by 5:00 p.m. 

Qualifications of Voters:
• Must be a U.S. Citizen
• Must be 18 years of age or older
• Must be a resident of the Genesee 

Valley Central School district for 30 
days prior to the vote.

• Must be registered with the Allegany 
County Board of Elections or with the 
Genesee Valley School District.

Stay Tuned for Closings
and Delays

GVCS will use the School Messenger phone system to notify parents with a 
recorded phone call, when school is closed or delayed. The district uses student 
information in Power School, student information software. If your phone 
number recently changed, please contact Denise Baker at 585-268-7937 or 
e-mail dbaker@genvalley.org with changes.

We also announce closings and delays on TV Channels 2, 4, 7 and Spectrum, 
along with local radio stations: WZKZ 101.9 FM, WLSV 790 AM, WJQZ 103.5 
FM and WPIG 95.7

The deadline date for transportation 
requests to non-public schools for the 
2019-20 school year must be submitted in 
writing by April 1, 2019. Requests should 
be sent to: Dr. Brian Schmitt, Superinten-
dent, Genesee Valley Central School, 1 
Jaguar Drive, Belmont, NY 14813. Please 
call the District Office at 268-7909 if you 
have questions. Thank you.

Transportation 
Requests to Non-Public 

Schools Due April 1

GVEA
 The GVEA hosted a fundraiser to continue our backpack program of weekend 
meals for families in our school community.  We are pleased to announce that for 
the second year in a row, we are able to fully fund this program to continue for 
another year!  We raised our goal of $2000 thanks to the very generous donations of 
members of our GVEA, community, administration, and the help of local businesses, 
Nicholson’s Pharmacy and The Angelica Hotel.  Thank you!
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The administration of Genesee Valley 
Central School announces the following 
students, grades 9-12, have been named 
to the Honor Rolls for the 2nd quarter of 
the 2018-19 school year.  A student named 
to the Principal’s Honor Roll recognizes 
students who have an average of 93 and 
above.  The High Honor Roll recognizes 
students whose average is 90-92 and the 
Honor Roll recognizes students whose 
average is 85-89.

PRINCIPAL’S HONOR ROLL
    Grade 12:Bailey Bennett, Mackenzie 
Bennett, Allana Burnell, Dyanna Coble, 
Emily Daciw, Dylan Davison, Shaquay 
Ely, Chelsea George, Angelica Giuga, 
Isiah Goodrich, Madison Herdman, David 
Holmes, Kennedi Norasethaporn, Gabri-
elle Phillips, Dominic Sallazzo, Jaiden 
Tripi, Ethan Watson, Derrick Yeaples
   Grade 11: Carter Christensen, Alexis 
Deichmann, Spencer Drake, Michaela 

Edmister, Sarah Francisco, Genevieve 
Greene, Hailey Herring, Grace Musingo, 
Emma Petrichick, Jonathan Rizzo, Cody 
Schneider, Cynthia Shipman 
   Grade 10: Elizabeth Bentley, Kayci Bi-
gelow, Tristan Burnell, Avery Grusendorf, 
Goda Gutparakyte, Callin Shipman, Seth 
Treusdell, Savannah Werner  
Grade 9:Colen Hale, Trenton Scott, Na-
than Slawson, Gavin Szalay

HIGH HONOR ROLL
   Grade 12: Aaron Holmes, Hunter Jones 
   Grade 11: Christian Burnell, Isabelle 
Ordway, Elise Petrichick, Cannon Phillips, 
Taylor Prentice, Filip Trajkovski, Parker 
Wallace 
   Grade 10: Emera Aquila, Mia Burnell, 
Sierra Burrows, Moriah Clendenin, Rylee 
Shott 
   Grade 9: Madeline Boeheim, Abbigail 
Coble, Paige Cochran, Addison Herring, 
Sofia Marra, Emily Mess   

HONOR ROLL
   Grade 12: Nicholas Baker, Sawyer 
Barnes, Levi Burrows, Elixis Common, 
Ethan Gordon, Joshua McGuire, Nathan 
Prentice   
   Grade 11: Ethan Burke, Austin Ford, 
Brandi Green, Gavin Hand, Kimberly 
Johnson, Cameron Middaugh, Ethan 
Porter, Gibson Shannon, Logan Torrey, 
Riley Vohs
   Grade 10: Trevor Abbey, Victoria Bab-
bitt, Justin Barnes, Katie Bartlett, Mer-
cadies Hemphill, Keegan McKnight, Cody 
Platt, Brooke Shultz
   Grade 9: Jesse Babbitt, Neil Branning, 
James Hosmer, James Randall, Zachary 
Rizzo, Abigail Snyder, Samantha Snyder, 
Caleb Webster

STEAM 8 SHOWCASE

Back on October 18th the 8th graders presented their STEAM 8 Showcase. Over 100 parents, students, faculty, staff, and commu-
nity members attended the event.  The event gave students a chance to show what they have learned and built throughout the first 
STEAM unit - The Civil War. They showed off their homemade diaries, iron clad ships, telegraphs, camp chairs, ammunition boxes, 
argumentative essays, games that were played during that time period, the quilt they made, and calligraphy skills.  The students en-
joyed taking people around to all of the displays and discussing what they had learned.  The evening also allowed everyone to check 
out the new STEAM space and a glimpse at what the new STEAM addition looks like. Visitors were asked to leave 
a message to the 8th graders on the new white board tables.  It was an eventful night!

Please note the following correction to the Jan/Feb JagNews. The names listed below were left off the list for 1st Quarter Principal’s 
Honor Roll. The rest of the names were correct. Many apologizes for the error.

Grade 10: Emera Aquila, Elizabeth Bentley, Kayci Bigelow, Tristan Burnell, Sierra Burrows, Avery Grusendorf, Goda Gutparakyte, 
Callin Shipman, Rylee Shott, Seth Treusdell, Savannah Werner

Honor rolls second Quarter
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NHS
INDUCTIONS

This year’s National Honor Society Induction Ceremony will take 
place on Friday, March 22, 2019 at 8:00am in the auditorium. 
Please join us for this special event.

Distinguished Wall of Fame
Nominations Sought for 2019

The Board of Education and Administration of Genesee Valley Central School are seeking nominations for this year’s 2019 Class for 
induction into the Distinguished Alumni Wall of Fame. The Wall of Fame exists to recognize outstanding Genesee Valley alumni, 
as well as alumni from the founding schools in Angelica and Belmont, who have achieved distinction in their lives and chosen field 
after high school through significant contributions to their career, community or through personal achievements. This also provides 
incentive for current and future students.

Nominees to the Alumni Wall of Fame must be graduated at least 15 years before they are eligible for selection. Achievements after 
graduation may include job related achievements, professional honors and awards, professional affiliations, publications; civic or 
community involvement; personal achievements/accomplishments; and educational achievements.  

Nominations are due to Maureena Chamberlain by Friday, April 12, 2019. You can e-mail mchamberlain@genvalley.org or call 585-
268-7906 with your nomination and pertinent contact information. A questionnaire will then be mailed to the nominee.  

The Alumni Wall of Fame Selection Committee will review all applications and make selections for induction according to the bylaws. 
One nominee from Angelica Central, Belmont Central and Genesee Valley Central Schools will be inducted. The induction ceremony 
will be held on Saturday, June 29, 2019 at 11:00 a.m. as part of the GVCS Graduation Ceremony. If selected, a plaque for each 
inductee will be placed on the wall in the auditorium at GVCS. We consider it an honor to be inducted and look forward to receiving 
nominations. Thank you.

Kellie Schmidt is a 2nd grade teacher here at Genesee Valley 
Central School. She taught 4th grade for 7 years, but recently 
switched to the 2nd grade. Ms. Schmidt is responsible for 
instruction in all subjects: math, ELA, science, and social stud-
ies. She regularly combines subjects in order to incorporate 
STEAM lessons. When asked about her favorite thing about 
working at GV, she replied, “GVCS has a family atmosphere 
with friendships that go beyond school walls.” Ms. Schmidt’s 
favorite teacher growing up was her 2nd grade teacher, Mrs. 
Patterson, as she was motherly and easy to talk to. Before 
pursuing a career as an elementary teacher, Ms. Schmidt had 
followed another career path - she went to college to become a 
patrol officer. Today, alongside teaching full-time, Ms. Schmidt 
sells Mary Kay products. When asked about a role model in 
her life, she said “my mom”. She admired her mom for her 
strength, in particular the fortitude she exhibited during her 
child rearing years. The latest book Ms. Schmidt read was Lead 
by Culture by Jay Billy. She would recommend it to teachers 
because “It brings a spark back into teaching”.

 -Mackenzie and Bailey Bennett, NHS members

Danyelle Bliven is a math intervention teacher here at 
GVCS, who works with students in grades K-4. When asked 
to share what she favors most about being a teacher at GV, 
she exclaimed, “The kids, of course!” When a student her-
self, Ms. Bliven’s favorite teacher was Mrs. Patterson. She 
remembers fondly the way Mrs. Patterson would play music 
in her classes and get up and dance with the students.  Along 
with teaching, Ms. Bliven has held one other job of interest 
to her – waitressing. Ms. Bliven recommends reading Hill-
billy Elegy: A Memoir of a Family and Culture in Crisis by 
J.D. Vance. She connected with the story, and believes others 
will too, as it reminded her of the culture here in Allegany 
County.

-Ethan Watson and Maddy Herdman, NHS members

nHs teacHer sPotlIGHt
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ROBOJAGS
Robojags at Genesee Valley is off to a great start this year. Some major changes have 
come as a result of the interest of our students and the opportunities available in our 
district. 
First, our team will be participating in the Vex Robotics competition this year, which 
is a deviation from the FIRST robotics competition. Many additional opportunities 
are available to our students in this realm of competition, and the support of our local 

BOCES network. Our team will have multiple 
opportunities to advance to the state level of 
competition. We hope to move up the ranks by 
attending multiple tournament competitions this year across the state. Our design prowess will 
be tested, as additional opportunities for advancement are reserved for teams with the best 
design journal in developing their robot. 
Students have been hard at work since the beginning of the school year designing, developing, 
and building our robot. The team has been divided into areas of responsibility including design, 
build, communications and programming. Regardless of their skillset, each student can find a 
place on our team to plug-in and serve to the top of their capacity. The communications branch 
has been diligent in updating our team social media connections while the design team has 
been researching rules, objectives, and solutions to engineering problems. Programming has 
been benchmarking simple programming command strings while the build team assembles, 
disassembles, and reassembles components for our bot. 
Robojags holds regular team meetings on Tuesday and Thursday nights from 3:00 – 5:00 and is 
open to all students with an interest in a STEM career pathway in grades 8-12. 
Meetings are held in the Tech Shop, Room 1158 and is a great environment 
to come explore the world of robotics and be part of something BIG! 

Genesee Valley Central School is recruiting for the 2019-2020 school year for Grades PK3, PK4 & Kindergarten eligible children who 
reside within the GVCS school district. Interested families should call the PK-6 Office at 585-268-7906 to begin the application process 
and to request an enrollment packet to be mailed or picked up. All registration packets should be completed and returned by April 18, 
2019 to the Elementary Office. Registration and screening appointments will be available May 3rd, (8am-12pm), May 9th, (12-3PM) 
or May 15th, (12-3PM).  
  
GVCS “PRE-KINDERGARTEN 3” (PK3) REGISTRATION
Children in PK3 must be three (3) years of age on or before December 1, 2019. Students who do not meet age requirements are not 
eligible for the program. PK3 offers flexible day sessions.  Transportation is available. No PK3 screening required, just return application. 
(see form on page 6)

GVCS “PRE-KINDERGARTEN” (PK4) REGISTRATION
Children in PK4 must be four (4) years of age on or before December 1, 2019. Students who do not meet age requirements are not 
eligible for the program. If a student is age eligible for Kindergarten, the child would not qualify for enrollment in the PK4 program. PK4 
offers full day sessions. PK4 students are eligible to attend our After School Program and transportation is available to Angelica on the 
5:15pm shuttle bus. Important Note – PK4 registration and screening is only for those children who did not attend the PK3 Program at 
Genesee Valley School. (see form on page 7)

GVCS KINDERGARTEN (K) REGISTRATION
Kindergarten registration is by appointment. Children must be five (5) years of age on or before December 1, 2019, to be eligible for 
Kindergarten. Important Note – Kindergarten registration is only for those children who did not attend the PK Program at Genesee 
Valley School.

2019 - 2020 SCHOOL YEAR
REGISTER TODAY FOR PK3, PK4

AND KINDERGARTEN
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3 YEAR OLD PRE-KINDERGARTEN (PK3) - SEPTEMBER 2019 
ENROLLMENT INFORMATION 

 
To identify all children who will enter PK3 in September 2019, we are requesting parents who 
have eligible children, to complete and return this form by April 18, 2019 to: Maureena 
Chamberlain, Genesee Valley Central School, 1 Jaguar Drive, Belmont, NY  14813 or Fax 585-268-7990. 
This information is necessary for PK3 registration in the Spring. The information below will 
generate a mailing list for the registration packets.  Please return the form even if you are unsure 
of your child attending PK3 next year.  Your child must be 3 years of age on or before December 
1, 2019.  If you have questions, please call the Elementary Office at 585-268-7906.   

 
 

Child’s Full Name:_______________________________________________________________ 
                                                  First                         Middle                               Last 
 
DOB:_____________________               Male  /  Female ____________________ 
 
Mother’s Name:________________________________________________________________ 
                                                  First                         Maiden                               Last 
   
Street Address:_________________________________________________________________ 
 
Mailing Address:________________________________________________________________ 
                                                      (If different than above) 
 
Mother’s Phone No: (where you can be reached between 8AM-3PM)______________________ 
 
 
Father’s Name:_________________________________________________________________ 
                                                   First                       Middle                                 Last 
 
Street Address:_________________________________________________________________ 
 
Mailing Address:________________________________________________________________ 
                                                      (If different than above) 
 
Father’s Phone No: (where you can be reached between 8AM-3PM)______________________ 
 
Child Resides with:______________________________________________________________ 
 
Siblings currently GVCS: __________________________________________________________ 
 
One Hour Screening/Registration:  (will confirm a time when you call in) 
 
May 3, 2019:  8-9am, 9-10am, 10-11am, 11am-12pm__________________________ 
 
May 9, 2019:  12-1pm, 1-2pm, 2-3pm_______________________________________ 
 
May 15, 2019:  12-1pm, 1-2pm, 2-3pm______________________________________  



March / April 2019 7

4 YEAR OLD PRE-KINDERGARTEN (PK4) - SEPTEMBER 2019 
ENROLLMENT INFORMATION 

 
To identify all children who will enter PK4 in September 2019, we are requesting parents who 
have eligible children, to complete and return this form by April 18, 2019 to:  Maureena 
Chamberlain, Genesee Valley Central School, 1 Jaguar Drive, Belmont, NY  14813 or Fax 585-268-7990. 
This information is necessary for PK4 registration in the Spring. The information below will 
generate a mailing list for the registration packets.  Please return the form even if you are unsure 
of your child attending PK4 next year.  Your child must be 4 years of age on or before December 
1, 2019.  If your child is new to GVCS you will be contacted for screening.  If you have questions, 
please call the guidance office at 585-268-7906.   
 

 
Child’s Full Name:_______________________________________________________________ 
                                                  First                         Middle                               Last 
 
DOB:__________________________               Male  /  Female ________________ 
 
Mother’s Name:________________________________________________________________ 
                                                  First                         Maiden                               Last 
   
Street Address:_________________________________________________________________ 
 
Mailing Address:________________________________________________________________ 
                                                      (If different than above) 
 
Mother’s Phone No: (where you can be reached between 8AM-3PM)______________________ 
 
 
Father’s Name:_________________________________________________________________ 
                                                   First                        Middle                                  Last 
 
Street Address:_________________________________________________________________ 
 
Mailing Address:________________________________________________________________ 
                                                      (If different than above) 
 
Father’s Phone No: (where you can be reached between 8AM-3PM)______________________ 
 
Child Resides with:______________________________________________________________ 
 
Siblings currently GVCS: ______________________________________________________ 
 
One Hour Screening/Registration:  (will confirm a time when you call in) 
 
May 3, 2019:  8-9am, 9-10am, 10-11am, 11am-12pm__________________________ 
 
May 9, 2019:  12-1pm, 1-2pm, 2-3pm_______________________________________ 
 
May 15, 2019:  12-1pm, 1-2pm, 2-3pm______________________________________  
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From the Guidance office 
SPRING 2019 SAT & ACT NATIONAL TESTING DATES 

SAT Test Date            Registration Deadline          Late Registration Due
May 4, 2019          April 5, 2019                  April 24, 2019
June 1, 209 May 3, 2019 May 22, 2019

ACT Test Date             Registration Deadline          Late RegistrationDue
April 13, 2019           March 8, 2019            March 25, 2019
June 8, 2019            May 3, 2019               May 24, 2019
July 13, 2019 June 14, 2019 June 24, 2019

ATTENTION JUNIORS
 h Any juniors considering college should take one or both of these tests.  Some two-

year schools do not require either and give an Accuplacer exam.  Please check with Mrs. 
Preston before registering.  We highly encourage Juniors and Sophomores to take one or 
both of these exams sometime this Spring so they have a chance for multiple attempts!.

 h Test fees for the ACT without writing are 49.50 and the SAT without writing costs 
$47.50.  Late fees are applied if registering after deadline.  Registration sheets or access 
to the internet to register can be obtained in the Guidance Office.  There are fee waivers 
available for eligible families.

ELEMENTARY 
FINE ARTS 
FESTIVAL

SAVE THE DATE!

Tuesday
April 16, 2019

Art Show:
5:30pm

Spring Concert Times:
Grades K-1:  6:15pm
Grades 2-4:   7:00pm

Tuesday, May 14
Grades 5-8:   6:30pm

GAME ON
The Annual FBLA Seniors vs Faculty Basketball Game is March 8th at 
6:00pm. Come out and cheer on your fellow Jags and/or Faculty to see 
who will win this year. Admission is free for everyone and as always 
check out the half-time contests. See you all there!

Fitness Activities Offered
at GVCS
Cardio, Core, Strength & More – Mondays and Wednesdays at 4:30 p.m., 
Saturdays at 8:30 a.m. – Instructor Pat Presutti, Call 716-860-8287 for 
information.
Open Indoor Walking Track – Weekdays 7-8 am, 5-8 pm (except during 
athletic contests & holidays)
Open Swim – Schedule to be announced
Open Gym / Basketball – Days and times to be announced – both gyms & 
weight room open
Open Weight Room – Monday – Friday, 6:30-7:30 a.m., Volunteer contact - 
Scott Grantier 

 h A reminder that you need 20 hours 
of community service before Graduation.  
Mrs. Edmund, in the High School office, 
has the most updated list of where you 
stand in hours. 
     Parents of students who are attending 
college should be actively working on 
their Free Application for Federal Student 
Aid (FAFSA).  The earlier you file, the 
more money that is available.  Please call 
if you have any questions or concerns 
please contact Josie Preston.
jpreston@genvalley.org, 268-7928  

UPCOMING COLLEGE FAIRS
 h National College Fair—March 

18th—Rochester Convention Center--
Mrs. Preston will be taking all interested 
Juniors

 h Penn York College Night—
March 19th, 6-8pm—St. Bonaventure 
University—Students/Parents attend on 
their own.

ATTENTION SENIORS
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Alco Federal Credit Union and Genesee Valley Central School have partnered to teach students financial 
education. Our goal is to help students learn the value of money and the skills of budgeting to prepare 
them for a strong financial future. 

Student Branch located in Genesee Valley Central School Main Entrance 
Hours: 
Fridays - 12:00 pm to 1:00 pm 
 
Services available at our student branch include deposits, balance inquiries, cash withdrawals, and small 
amount check cashing.  

The following products can be established at any of our four Alco Federal Credit Union office locations. 

Savings Accounts ($5.00 minimum) – establishes your membership with ALCO and teaches good 
financial habits. A great way for students to save for a car, college or other expenses. 

Checking Accounts with optional Debit Card- students can learn to manage their money and track their 
transactions establishing financial responsibility. 

To open a Savings Account: 

Students 18+ will require the following 

1. Driver’s License (with current address on front of license) 

2. $5.00 deposit 

Students under 18 will require the following: 

1.  Parents Driver’s License (if the address on the front of the license is not correct please provide a 
utility bill.) 

2. Student’s Social Security Card  

3. $5.00 deposit 

4. Parent and student are required to come in to open account.  Parent will be required as joint owner. 

Checking Accounts can be opened after the Savings/ Membership Account has been established. 

Students that already have an account with Alco can access their accounts at the student branch. 

Welcome to the Student Branch! 
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Belmont Office (585) 268-7835    Friendship Office (585) 973-2300 
 32 Greenwich St, Belmont, NY 14813    25 W Main St, Friendship, NY 14739 
Monday- Wednesday – 8:00 am to 4:00 pm  Monday – Wednesday- 9:00 am to 4:00 pm 
Thursday – 8:00 am to 4:30 pm                                              Thursday -9:00 am to 5:30 pm 
Friday – 8:00 am to 4:00 pm                                                    Friday -9:00 am to 5:00 pm 
 

Wellsville Office (585) 593-4959                                            Cuba Office (585) 968-2760 
2859 Lindy Lane, Wellsville NY 14895                                    9 W Main St, Cuba, NY 14727 
Monday – Wednesday- 9:00 am to 4:00 pm                         Monday – Wednesday- 9:00 am to 4:00 pm 
Thursday -9:00 am to 5:30 pm                                                 Thursday -9:00 am to 5:30 pm 
Friday -9:00 am to 5:00 pm                                                       Friday -9:00 am to 5:00 pm 
Saturday- 9:00 am to 3:30 pm  

 
Find us online at www.alcofcu.com! 

Parents, Do you have any Questions? 

              Give us a Call Today!! 

Get Entered to Win a  
 

Open an account during our 
switch promotion and stop by our 
student branch with your receipt 
to be entered into the drawing. 

Already have an account? Stop by 
our student branch office and 
deposit $5.00 to your account 
and be entered to win. 
 
Drawing to be held before Spring Break! 

This Photo by Unknown Author is 
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Hill Warner American Legion Post 414
Hill Warner American Legion Post 414-Sons
Holy Family Altar Society Scholarship
Holy Family Religious Education Scholarship
James Timberlake Memorial Scholarship
Michael G. Harding Memorial Scholarship
Mitzi Winterhalter Creative Writing Scholarship
Nichole Lynn LaDue Memorial Scholarship
Penny’s from Heaven
Phyllis & Joseph Herdman Memorial Scholarship
Robert B. Hunter Memorial Scholarship
Rod Pike II Memorial Scholarship
Sarah Hammond Davison Award
Sherry and Glenn Herdman Scholarship
Steuben Trust Company Scholarship
Triple D Scholarship

*NOTE:  The Allegany County Area Foundation also oversees 
several local scholarships and holds their own separate pro-
gram annually.  

Belva A Waite Memorial
Joseph E. Presutti Memorial
Karen A. Kunz Memorial 
Kane Family Scholarship Fund
Stephen V. Ambroselli Scholar Incentive Fund
Allegany Fund/General Scholarship Fund
Ian Gregory Bole Memorial
Dresser Rand Scholarship Fund
William F. Farnsworth

Name of Donor________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Address______________________________________________________________________________________________

Phone #__________________________________________

This scholarship is presented in the honor/memory of: 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

The criteria or specifics of the scholarship are:

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

Please return form and refer any questions to Guidance Counselor Mrs. Preston.

GVCS SCholarShip Donation Form

Each June at graduation, many scholarships are given out in 
remembrance of relatives who have lived in the community and 
who wish to be remembered by loved ones. Also, local busi-
nesses and organizations promoting continuing education give 
scholarships to graduating seniors.  If you are one of the people 
or organizations who are contributing to scholarship funds, we 
at GVCS would like to thank you! Last year at graduation, our 
seniors received over $26,000!  If you would like to set up a 
scholarship in the name of someone special to you, please see the 
donation form below.  Listed below are the scholarships that were 
available and/or rewarded last year at graduation: 

Angelica Booster Citizens Award
Angelica Lions Club Award
Angelica Youth Athletics Community Service Award
Belmont Betterment Community Service Award
Belmont Fire Company Scholarship
Belmont Rotary Club Scholarship
Camelot Choraleer Scholarship
Cate Tomah Memorial Award
Deb Histed Sports Scholarship
Duane “Duff” Fuller & Beth Andrews Scholarship
F.M. Strate Memorial Scholarship
Gail Crego Memorial Scholarship
GVCS Educators’ Association Scholarship
GVCS National Honor Society Scholarship
GVCS Sports Booster Scholarship
Herbert DeLong American Legion Post 808-Auxillary
Herbert DeLong American Legion Post 808-Junior Auxiliary
Herbert DeLong American Legion Post 808
Hill Warner American Legion Post 414-Auxillary

Valuable Scholarships Available for Grads
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RECYCLE TO REBUILD

Carson Werner, GVCS Class of 2017, 
was named to the Dean’s List again for 
the fall semester at SUNY Brockport. 
Congratulations Carson and keep up the 
hard work!

Dylan Winterhalter, GVCS Class of 2014, 
was named to the Dean’s List with a GPA 
of 4.0 for the fall semester of his senior 
year at SUNY Cobleskill, NY.  Dylan will 
be graduating in May with a Bachelor 
Degree in Fisheries & Aquaculture, 
Fisheries, Wildlife & Environmental 
Science. Congratulations Dylan and best 
wishes for continued success!

alumni Corner

FRIDAY, MARCH 15 
Staff Development Day
No Student Attendance

FRIDAY, APRIL 19
Good Friday

School Closed

APRIL 22 - APRIL 26
EASTER / Spring Break

School Closed

DATES
TO

REMEMBER

          This year the district 
has committed itself to 
district-wide recycling 
initiative. Students from 
kindergarten through 
twelve grade have been 
learning about recycling and 
reviewing our practices as 
a district.  A small group of 
7th-grade students decided 
to participate in a recycling 
contest sponsored by the 
JASON Project. They were 
asked to discover a way 
to improve infrastructure 
through recycling.
          Grace Darrin, Evan Yeaples, Molly Hannon, and Alivia Marra have worked 
diligently over the past couple of months researching infrastructure, interviewing 
Chris Chamberlain about the district’s inner workings of the capital project, and 
decided they wanted to focus their efforts on PVC piping. Through their research and 
interviews, they learned that PVC piping is rarely made out of the recycled materials 
and yet is a very common material used in construction.
          Grace, Evan, Molly, and Alivia worked through the Design Process to research 
how to melt down plastic and then tested different procedures. They attempted to 
melt milk jugs in the oven. While this product was sturdy, it was very small. They 
decided that they needed to find a way to create PVC that was long enough to be used 
in the real world. After several testing trials, and being trained by Mr. Chamberlain 
along with our maintenance department, the group created their final PVC prototype 
by cutting strips of plastic buckets and using a heat gun to heat and mold it into pipes. 
To take it one step further, they even attached regular PVC flexible coupling to show 
that recycled PVC pipes are compatible with non-recycled PVC pipe.
          Once students had completed their prototype, they worked together to create 
a video that showed the steps they followed in the Design Process to create this 
prototype. This was very challenging because the contest stipulated they could not 
create a video longer than two minutes!
          These students proved that success comes with hard work, determination, and 
teamwork. Thank you to the Maintenance Department who helped train students 
and provided the tools necessary for their success, Mr. Horton, for supporting their 
participation in this contest, and to Mrs. Marciano for allowing the students to learn 
in her kitchen.
          You can see their video featured on the Genesee Valley YouTube Channel. A 
link can be found at www.genvalley.org.
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Athletic Wall of Fame Candidates Due April 15th

The GVCS Athletic Wall of Fame Committee is seeking nomina-
tions for the Class of 2019. The criteria is listed below. The Class 
of 2019 will be honored Homecoming Weekend on Saturday, 
September 28, 2019 with a brunch and award ceremony. We will 
be accepting nominations until April 15.  If you would like to 
nominate someone, please contact Bryan Brockway or a commit-
tee member (listed below). If you have questions, please contact 
Bryan Brockway at 716-353-5973 (cell) or 268-7927 (office).

Purpose:
• To preserve the history of the Angelica Central School and 

Belmont Central School athletic programs.
• To preserve, strengthen and add distinction to the athletic 

program at GVCS.
• To perpetuate the efforts of those individuals and groups who, 

through either participation, support or interest have made 
outstanding contributions to the Angelica, Belmont or Genesee 
Valley athletic program and school community.

• To recognize individuals who have demonstrated, both in 
school and in succeeding years, the worth of participation in 
athletics, in helping them establish well-defined goals in their 
lives, providing mature leadership in various situations and 
having a positive influence on society.

Wall of Fame Committee:
• Angelica Community Member – Dave Fleming (585-610-

0251) 
• Belmont Community Member – Mike Obuhanich (585-268-

5040)
• Athletic Director – Bryan Brockway (716-353-5973)
• Administrator – Dr. Brian Schmitt (585-268-7909)
• School Board Members – Bev Evans (585-610-5847) and Fred 

Grusendorf (585-307-8484)
• Teacher – Lyn VanTassel (268-7900 Ext. 1101)
• Coach – Lisa Clark-Hapeman (268-7900 Ext. 1299)

Nominees:
• Athletes, Coaches, Contributors and Teams

Selection Procedure:
• Nominations may come from any source to any committee 

member.
• No more than five inductees will be admitted per year (one 

from Angelica Central School, one from Belmont Central 
School and three from Genesee Valley Central School).

• Nominations in any one year are unlimited. The committee 
will reduce to vote (five from Angelica School, five from Bel-
mont School and eight from GVCS).

• The nominees will be asked to complete a questionnaire that 
will provide information used by the committee to make their 
decision on inductees. Any nominee that received at least one 
vote will be included on the ballot the next year for consider-
ation.

• The committee will vote for a maximum of five total in-
ductees. Each committee member will give five votes. Any 
admitted candidate must receive two-thirds of the potential 
committee votes.

• All final selections and voting results are strictly confidential.

Selection Criteria:
• Five-year waiting period from the time of graduation 
• Successful participation in one or more sports during high 

school
• Noteworthy accomplishments as a citizen will be considered 

based on post-high school contributions such as athletics, 
career field, community service and public service.

Coaches / Contributors:
• Ten-year waiting period from the time of initial contribution to 

GVCS
• Successful seasons and consistent contributions to the athletic 

program at GVCS
• Consideration given to all aspects of contribution to school 

community

Teams:
• Five-year waiting period from the time of graduation
• At least, Section V Champions

Recognition of Inductees:
• Induction Ceremony will be held at the GVCS Homecoming 

Weekend on Saturday, September 28th
• A recent picture of inductee will appear on the permanent 

plaque for the “Wall of Fame” area at GVCS
• A personal plaque of recognition will be presented to the 

inductees

WINTER 
SPORTS

BANQUET  
Our Winter Sports Banquet is scheduled for Thursday March 
7th at 6:00 p.m.  The evening will start in the auditorium 
with the coaches of Modified, JV and Varsity Basketball, 
Volleyball and Swimming giving updates of their teams’ sea-
son and handing out awards.  Followed by desserts provided 
by each player in the High School Cafeteria. 

SCHOLASTIC
CHALLENGE 

Do you like trivia questions?  Are you a whiz at knowing 
random things?  Join us for this year’s Scholastic Challenge 
competition, April 6, at Portville School.  Middle and high 
school students who are interested should contact Mrs. 
Douglas or Mrs. Horne to join a team!  
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 2 3 4 5 6

7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16 17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24 25 26 27

28 29 30 CHARACTER WORD    
OF THE MONTH 
- GENUINE

CHARACTER WORD    
OF THE MONTH 
- RESILIENCE

1 2

3 4 5 6 7 8 9

10 11 12 13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20 21 22 23

24

31

25 26 27 28 29 30

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

March 2019

   April 2019
c a l e n d a r  o f  e v e n t sG e n e s e e  Va l l e y  C e n t r a l  S c h o o l

Staff Development Day
- No Student Attendance 
- 12-6pm-Alleg. Co. Music Festival 
Rehearsal@GV 
-Progress reports available on-line/
mailed, Gr. 5-12 
-7th & 8th Gr. Field Trip 3/15-3/17

-End of Marking Period 2, Gr. K-4
- 12-6pm-Alleg. Co. Music 
Festival Rehearsal@BR 
- Family Fitness Night 6pm

-Odyssey of the Mind 
Competition 
- 2pm-Alleg. Co. Music Festival 
Concert@BR

Spring sports practices begin
- 3:05pm 7-12 Leadership
Meeting, Rm 1215

- 6pm-Winter Sports Banquet -6pm-FBLA Faculty vs. Senior Game 
-Report Cards sent home, Gr. K-4 
- Last day to register for 4/13 
ACT 
- 7pm-Drama Production

SAT Test 
- 7pm-Drama Production

- 3:05pm 7-12 Faculty Meeting, 
Rm 1121

-Spring Picture Day and 
Kindergarten Picture Day 
- 3:05pm-Faculty Meeting PK-6, 
LGI Rm.

-2pm-Alleg. Co. Music Festival 
Concert@GV

- 5:30pm-Board of Education 
Meeting

- 3:05pm-MS Team Meeting, 
Rm 2108

- 8:00am - NHS Induction 
Ceremony, Aud.

-6pm-Music Scrimmage in 
Franklinville

- 3:15pm-PD Steering 
Committee, Curriculum Confer. 
Rm.

- 6:30pm-Jazz & Dessert 
Concert@GV

- 3:05pm-Leadership Meeting, 
Rm 1215 
- 5:30pm-Board of Education 
Budget Work Session

- Grades 3-8 State ELA Test - Grades 3-8 State ELA Test 
- 4-6pm-JAM Chicken & Rib 
Dinner

- Last day to register for 5/4 SAT - End of Marking Period 3, Gr. 
5-12

- Scholastic Challenge at 
Portville School

- 3:05pm 7-12 Faculty Meeting, 
Rm 1121

- 7th & 8th Grade Field Trip 
4/10-4/12
- 3:05pm-Faculty Meeting PK-6, 
Media Lab Rm. 

- Report cards available on-line/
mailed, Gr. 5-12

- ACT Test

- 5:30pm-Board of Education 
Meeting 
- 5:30pm-Fine Arts Festival
- 6:15pm-Gr. K-1 Concert 
- 7pm-Gr. 2-4 Concert

- 3:15pm-PK-12 Leadership 
Meeting LGI Rm.
 - 3:05pm-MS Team Meeting, 
Rm 2108

School Closed - Good Friday 
Holiday

- School Closed -  
Easter / Spring Break

- School Closed -  
Easter / Spring Break

- School Closed -  
Easter / Spring Break

- School Closed -  
Easter / Spring Break

- School Closed -  
Easter / Spring Break



March / April 2019 15

2019 NYS GRADES 3-8 
ASSESSMENTS
by Paula Mighells, Curriculum Coordinator/Dean of Students

  We have good news!  The New York State Education Department will again be limiting the NYS ELA and Math testing to 
two days per test as they did last year.  Therefore, Genesee Valley Central School will be administering the NYS 3-8 ELA assessments 
on April 2-3, 2019 and the NYS 3-8 Math assessments on May 1-2, 2019.  
As on last year’s assessments, the time constraints will be removed and students will have as much time as they need to complete their 
test on the day it is administered.  We at Genesee Valley are excited about these changes since they allow students to work more at 
their own pace and take the time they need to do their best work!
To promote your child’s ability to perform at their very best, here are a few test-taking tips to review with your child:
• Keep a positive attitude and simply focus on doing your best.  Try to relax and take a few deep breaths.
• Go to bed early so you can get a good night’s sleep before testing day.
• Eat a healthy breakfast each morning of the test.
• Read each question carefully so you know what the directions are asking you to do.
• Write neatly so everyone can read your work.
• Make sure you answer all questions.  If you don’t know the answer, make your best guess.
• Avoid medical and dental appointments on testing days.  If your child feels ill, keep them home for the day.
As always, we appreciate the support we get from parents.  If you have a child who could use some reassurance, please don’t hesitate 
to contact the child’s teacher.  Our teachers can support your child while at school.
Below is the testing schedule for your reference.  Exact starting times will be determined closer to the assessment date.  Please notify 
us if your child will be absent on testing days so we can schedule a make-up session.
If you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to call your child’s principal or testing coordinator Paula Mighells at (585) 268-7900.
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Odyssey of the Mind is a creative  problem-solving 
program.  Team members work together at length to 
solve a predefined long-term problem and present their 
solution to the problem at a competition. They must also 
participate in the spontaneous portion of the competition 
by generating solutions to a problem they have not seen 
before.  Our competition will take place on March 2, 
2019 at the Wellsville High School.  This year GVCS is 
proud to be sending 2 elementary teams to the District 19 
competition led by Ms. Majot and Mrs. Emrich! 

ODYSSEY OF THE MIND

March Character Word of the Month is 
“Resilience” – the capacity to recover quickly from 
difficulties; toughness

April Character Word of the Month is “Humble” 
– having or showing a modest ow low estiamte of one’s 
own importance

CharaCter WorDS 
oF the month

SPRING SPORTS SCHEDULE
To look at all GV sports schedules, go to
www.alleganycountyleague.org and follow these steps:

• Click on Genesee Valley at the right
• This screen gives a schedule of games for the week.  
 You can use the arrows on the calendar to advance to  
 the next month. Click on any day to view that day’s  
 schedule.
• Under the calendar, you can view specific schedules by  
 checking that particular sport.
• Click “Notify Me” at the top right corner:
• This allows you to be notified weeks, days or a certain  
 number of hours before a contest.
• Follow the four steps to set this up for your email and/ 
 or cell phone.


